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The UNIDROIT Principles of International Commercial Contracts (UPICC) is 
an international commercial contract code of modernity, representation, authority, and 
practicality, codified by some world-renowned experts in contract law through 30 
years of efforts under the organization of UNIDROIT. Until now UPICC had two 
versions of UPICC 1994 and UPICC 2004, it recently has been in the third edition of 
the revision process. Even greater concern is that UPICC has growingly revealed 
three functions of applicable law (governing law), interpretation law and model law 
during adjusting international commercial contracts. In view of UPICC being a 
non-legislative restatement documents of international contract law, its three legal 
functions in practice above-mentioned can not usually be interpreted positivismly. 
These legal functions factually present a significant study topic to the international 
legal practice and legal research.  
Structurally, this dissertation can be divided into three parts, which are preamble, 
body and conclusion. The body includes four chapters. Preamble is mainly to express 
study significance and study objectives of this dissertation, but also to make a brief 
overview of academic achievements of UPICC studying home and abroad. The first 
chapter of the body is titled as a study on the origin issues of UPICC legal functions. 
Due to UPICC legal functions based on its inherent historical background, rules 
content, legislative features and its legal nature, the thesis expounds these origin 
issues before study of UPICC three legal functions. Hereafter the dissertation, such a 
title as A Study on the Legal Functions of UNIDROIT Principles, aims to make a 
comprehensive interpretation and systematic analysis of legal mechanisms about the 
three legal functions of UPICC on the basis of international commercial practice and 
to expound the impacts of UPICC’s three legal functions on conflict of laws, contract 
law, related legislation and judicial practice in three chapters, thus to promote China’s 
legal circles to make in-depth studying on UPICC. Additionally taking into account 















the latest draft version of UPICC and to make an in-depth analysis of its theoretical 
significance to China’s relative legislation in the fourth chapter. Final part is 
conclusion, which is also China’s rational responses to the legal functions of UPICC. 
In this part, the author briefly reviews the full-paper content with special effort to 
grasp the impacts and challenges of UPICC legal function to Chinese legislative, 
judicial and theoretical aspects. Simultaneously, the author also puts forth some 
countermeasures. In the end of this dissertation, some preliminary ideas or paths have 
been made to enhance effectiveness of UPICC as a soft law. 
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